A field survey on the distribution of strongyle infections of horses in Sweden and factors affecting faecal egg counts.
Faecal egg counts were performed during the first quarter of 1995 on samples from 1183 horses of varying breeds, ages and gender on 110 farms in 3 regions of Sweden. The majority of the horses had been treated with ivermectin or pyrantel when stabled the previous autumn. The risk of reinfection with strongyles between treatment and sampling was therefore considered to be minimal. Consequently, the results reflect primarily the occurrence of worms originating from inhibited strongyle larvae refractory to anthelmintic treatment. A total of 922 (78%) individuals were found to shed strongyle eggs, and 15 (14%) of the farms studied had at least one horse infected with Strongylus vulgaris. There was a significant, gradual decrease in faecal egg output in horses originating from the southern to the northern part of Sweden. Horses from studfarms showed significantly higher numbers of strongyle eggs/g faeces (EPG) as compared to those on other types of farms, such as riding-schools and boarding stables. However, there was no correlation between herd size and mean herd EPG. The output of strongyle eggs was highest in horses aged 2 and 3 years. EPG values then declined with increasing age of the horse. Horses treated with ivermectin in the previous autumn showed significantly lower EPG values than untreated horses and those treated with pyrantel pamoate.